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Welcome to A.P. English Language and Composition!  We congratulate you for signing up for a 
challenging course designed to make you a stronger reader, writer, and thinker.  
 
What does this course entail specifically?  According to the College Board, the organization that 
oversees advanced placement courses, it enables “the development of interpretive skills as 
students learn to write and read with increasing complexity and sophistication…” (College Board 
AP English Course Description, Fall 2010. p. 9). How does it do this?  It “engages students in 
becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming 
skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  Both their writing and their reading 
…make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, 
and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language contribute to 
effectiveness in writing.” 
 
Put simply, we read a wide variety of literature and nonfiction very closely as examples of clarity 
and style to improve our writing. This approach provides opportunities for students to build upon 
their composition capabilities; making this process a more conscious evolution in which students 
explore their ideas, formulate their strategies for written analysis, compose their written 
reasoning and then revise their work. 
 
As a college-level course, this class is intended as a rigorous course of study and “as in the 
[equivalent] college [freshman] course, the purpose of the AP English Language and 
Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write 
prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers” 
(College Board AP English Course Description, Fall 2010. p. 7). To achieve the AP College 
Board’s course purpose, performance expectations are high and the workload is significant. A 
minimum of six to seven hours of work outside of class per week will be needed to complete 
assignments that will include long-term writing and reading.  The completion of this work is 
necessary to the success of the student’s in-class work, which will include timed writing 
assessments and class discussion, among other activities. 
 
To take this class, it is recommended that the student has held at least a B average in his/her 
previous English classes. Please be advised that it is HIGHLY suggested that a student has 
previously completed at least one credit in an Honors English prior to taking this college-level 
class, as this coming year will be a rigorous one. 



The purpose of summer reading for this course is to help you begin the shift from formal 
analysis of literary texts to rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts.  Everything you do this summer 
is meant to prepare you to be more successful in this course next year and on the exam that 
you will eventually take.  Our goal is that every student in our classes has the best chance to 
pass this demanding exam and receive college credit for the considerable work invested in the 
course. 
 
We have tried to make the instructions for your summer reading assignments as clear as 
possible.  But if you have any questions at all, please send ONE email to BOTH 
mporter@clearviewregional.edu AND nwillis@clearviewregional.edu.  We will both be checking 
our email regularly throughout the summer, so you can expect a quick response to any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Although these assignments are OPTIONAL and UNGRADED, we strongly encourage you to 
take the relatively small amount of time you will need to complete them. First, exercising your 
intellect over the summer is always a good idea.  Second, thoughtfully reading and reflecting on 
some essays this summer will be a good first step toward feeling more comfortable at the 
practices we regularly complete in this demanding class.   
 
Although it is not required, and we can provide a copy of an essay collection, we suggest that 
students purchase their own copy. Doing so will allow students to make any appropriate 
notations directly within their text, which will aid in the students’ responses as well as in their 
ability to closely read assigned texts. If you would like us to provide you with a book, please 
email us as soon as possible. See below for our email addresses. 
 
We hope that you will love taking this course as much as we love teaching it.  Starting this 
summer and continuing throughout the school year, you will be encountering some of the most 
original, thought-provoking, articulate, inspirational, outrageous, infuriating, profound writers you 
will ever read.  If all goes well, they will make you a better reader and writer.  Who knows, some 
of them might even make you a better person. 
 
Welcome and Happy Reading! 
Mr. M. Porter & Ms. N. Willis 
  
  



Your (Optional and Ungraded, but Strongly Encouraged) Assignment:  
 
Sometime this summer, we would like you to read 100 pages from any collection of essays, 
selected by you and then, do an analysis of any four of the essays you read.  
 
Throughout the school year, we will be reading and analyzing essays on a wide variety of topics 
such as education, politics, the economy, the environment, and pop culture. To become more 
comfortable with this kind of text, we’d like you to choose a book of essays to read, think about, 
and analyze. You can choose a collection of essays by a single author or by a number of 
different authors. Ideally you will seek out a book you will enjoy reading.  
 
See below for links to some lists of suggested titles.  Feel free to use them or find your own. 
You can also search for essay collections at barnesandnoble.com or Amazon.com.   
 
Just, please be sure that you are reading a collection of essays.  Short stories are not essays: 
essays are texts that express an author’s opinions on a given topic. While a collection of essays 
may be autobiographical, a full-length autobiography does not count as a collection of essays. If 
you’re not sure whether the book you’d like to read is an essay collection, contact us by email 
and we’ll let you know. 
 
You should read a minimum total of 100 pages.  Most essay collections exceed this number, so 
you will not need to read the entire book.  You should peruse the table of contents or the book 
itself and select the essays in the book that you find most interesting.  
 
Recording your Reading/Analysis 
1. Please write your essay analyses in a composition notebook (not spiral-bound), if possible. 
On the first page, list the following: 

● Book Title 
● Author (if it’s by a single author) 
● Date, essay title, author (if your book is a compilation of many writers), and number of 

pages for EACH essay you read. Remember, the number of pages you read needs to 
total at least one hundred. Also, no judgment will be made on students who do all of their 
work during the last week in August :)  

● Here’s a sample: 
6/20: “This is Water” by David Foster Wallace, 8 pages 
7/1: “Goodbye to All That” by Joan Didion, 15 pages 
 

2. For any FOUR of the essays that you read, please write a journal entry as follows: 
● Title and Author of the essay 
● Subject of the essay (in a word or short phrase, for example: “Compassion for Others”) 
● Main Point of the essay, stated in ONE sentence (You might also think of this as the 

author’s major claim or message or purpose for writing the essay.) 



● In a short paragraph (6-8 sentences), discuss which of the three appeals (ethos, logos, 
and pathos) the author primarily used.  (See explanation at the end of this assignment.) 

● In a short paragraph (6-8 sentences), discuss your reaction to the essay’s content (as 
opposed to style). Did the author convince you to believe or do something? Why or why 
not? Did the author move you emotionally in some way? Why or how? 

● Copy verbatim (word for word) a brief quotation/passage from the essay (1-4 sentences) 
that you find interesting, appealing, or well-written. 

● In a short paragraph (4-6 sentences) discuss 1. why you liked the quotation or why you 
think it was eye-catching/creative and 2. how/why this particular quotation/passage 
contributes to the essay’s main point or author’s purpose/message/major claim. 

● Please start each of the four journal entries on a new page in your composition 
notebook. 

 
 
Finding a Book 
We’re hoping you will take some time to find a book that is just right for you.  You may prefer a 
collection of essays by a single author, whose voice or perspective you can really appreciate. 
Or, you may prefer a compilation of essays by different authors to mix things up a bit. 
 
Here are some links to resources that will help you find a book you’ll enjoy and appreciate. 
 
1. Houghton Mifflin publishes an annual series collecting the best writing in certain genres (e.g. 
sports, travel, general essays).  Here's a link that lists them. Be sure to pick a NONFICTION 
genre, not a fiction one (e.g. science fiction). 
 
2.  Book Riot compiled a list of 50 Must-Read Contemporary Essays here.  This list should have 
something to appeal to every reader.  
 
3. HuffPost recommends some essay collections "By Women to Get You Through Your 20s." 
No harm in planning ahead!  
 
4. Book Scrolling ranks from 25 to 1 their contenders for the Best Essay Collections of All Time. 
 
5. Read It Forward selected some excellent essay collections by/for millenials. 
 
6.  Literary Hub assembled The Ten Best Essay Collections of the Decade, along with several 
other noteworthy titles to consider.  
 
7. Finally, Sadie Trombetta suggests some essay collections to read “even if you think you hate 
essays” here. (Although, we must warn you, if you decide that you do truly hate essays, that’s 
pretty much what we will be reading in this course! ) 
 

https://www.hmhbooks.com/series/best-american
https://bookriot.com/2018/07/19/must-read-contemporary-essay-collections/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/12-essay-collections-by-women-to-get-you-through-your-20s_n_59302d0fe4b07572bdbf9108
https://www.bookscrolling.com/best-essay-collections-time/
https://www.readitforward.com/essay/article/essay-collections-millennials/
https://lithub.com/the-10-best-essay-collections-of-the-decade/
https://www.bustle.com/articles/125868-11-essay-collections-to-read-even-if-you-think-you-hate-essays


**Note: Some of the books listed may contain objectionable material or language.  Look over the 
table of contents and scan a few of the essays before purchasing/reading the book. Use your 
discretion and by no means read any essays/books that make you uncomfortable. 
 
“Due Date” 
We will be happy to collect your work and give you feedback anytime during the first full week of 
classes.  
  
Getting Help 
If you have any questions, feel free to send ONE email to BOTH of us at 
mporter@clearviewregional.edu and nwillis@clearviewregional.edu.  We will be checking our 
email at least weekly throughout the summer. 
 
We know that this summer assignment might seem a little challenging. Please keep in mind, 
however, that we have an extremely challenging test to take next May and your success on 
that test may gain you college credit.  
 
The assignment we’re asking you to complete will give you an excellent start on the road we 
travel toward success on the AP exam.  We hope, and believe, that when all is said and done, 
you will look back on the time you spent on these assignments was a very good investment in 
your future. 
 
Enjoy your summer: we look forward to seeing you in September! 
 


